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Creative Commons is a nonprofit organization that created a set of simple, easy-to-
understand copyright licenses. These licenses do two things: They allow creators to
share their work easily, and they allow everyone to find work that is free to use without
permission. The value of those two things is enormous. Before Creative Commons
licenses, there was no easy way a creator could say, “Hey world! Go ahead and use my

photographs, as long as you give me attribution.”
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Similarly, there was no place for members of the public to go to find new works that
they were free to reuse and remix without paying fees. Creative Commons changed all
that. As it says on its Web site, “Creative Commons defines the spectrum of possibilities
between full copyright - all rights reserved - and the public domain - no rights reserved.
Our licenses help you keep your copyright while inviting certain uses of your work - a

‘some rights reserved’ copyright.””
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